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Exclusive pictures, eyewitness accounts 

The Massacre at Mylai 




T he action at Mylai received only a passing mention at 
the weekly Saigon briefing in March of 1968. Elements 
of the Americal Division had made contact with the enemy 
near Quangngai city and had killed 128 Vietcong. There 
were a few rumors of civilian deaths, but when the Army 
looked into them— a month after the incident — it found 
nothing to warrant disciplinary measures. The matter might 
have ended there except for a former Gl. Ron Ridenhour, 
now a California college student. After hearing about My- 
lai from former comrades, he wrote letters to congressmen, 
warning that “something rather dark and bloody” had tak- 
en place. Now an officer has been charged with murder or 
“an unknown number of Oriental human beings” at My- 
lai, and 24 other men of Company C, First Battalion, 20th 
Infantry are under investigation. Congressmen are de- 
manding to know what happened at Mylsi, who ordered 
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it, and whether or not U.S. troops have committed similar 
acts in Vietnam. 

Because of impending courts-martial, the Army will say 
little. The South Vietnamese government, which has con- 
ducted its own investigation, slates that Mylai was “an act 
of war” and that any talk of atrocities is just Vietcong pro- 
paganda. This is not true. The pictures shown here by Ron- 
ald Haebcrle, an Army photographer who covered the mas- 
sacre, and the interviews on the following pages confirm a 
.atpryofindisputable horror— the deliberate slaughter of old 
men, women, children and babies. These eyewitness ac- 
counts. by the men of Company C and surviving villagers, 
indicate that the American troops encountered little if any 
hostile fire, found virtually no enemy soldiers in the village 
and suffered only one casualty, apparently a self-inflicted 
wound. The people of Mylai were simply gunned down. 

-Guys were about to shoot these people." Pho- 
tographer Ron Haebcrle remembers. "I yelled, 
•Hold it.’ and shot my picture. As I walked away. 
I heard M 1 6s open up. From the corner of my eye 
I saw bodies falling, but 1 didn't turn to look.” 
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ttm nun wa» oWl and nvmhiiq *o mat be couUl 
tunllv milk He longed like he wanted »o err. 
When I left him ( heard two rrt$e thou” 




'The order was to destroy 
Mylai and everything in it’ 
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O n the tU> before their tnruicn the men 
of Company C met for a bncftng alter 
supper rbc company commander Cap* 
tain Ernest Medina, read the oUictai prepared 
order* for the assault u&atmt Mylai and spoke 
for about 45 minute*, mostly about the pro- 
cedure* at movement. At least two other com* 
panic* would also participate. They, like Com- 
pany C. mere dement* of Tati Force Barker, 
named for it* comma n tier. Li. Coktod Frank 
Barker, who mat tn die in action three months 
later. But only Company C would actually en- 
ter ihe Javier of hut* known a* Mylai 4. 

•Captain Medina ioW u* that (hi* '•illafc 
*a* heavrl* fortified/' recalls one of His squad 
lender*. Sfj. Charles Wwt. "He said it wa* 
considered cttremel* dangerous arid he warn- 
cdrii* 10 he on our «»>cm ui all time*. He told us 
there wa* supposed M he a part of the Wih 
NV \ Regiment and die 4*th VC Battalion 
there ! rom the imdiiitence that higher level* 
tud retetved, he said, this village consisted only 
*4 North Vietnamese army. Vie*con(t. and VC 
families. Ho Mid the ortler wa* to destroy My- 
lai and everything ta tu'‘ 

Captain Medina wa* a stocky, crew-cut, hajd- 
uewed Jivnplinaruu wfeom Ui* men called 
"Mad Dog Medina.’* Men respected him to 
Charlc* West hew was one of "the best of- 
ficers I've known/’ Most of them had served 
under Medina *uwr ihc company had formed 
the previous year in Hawaii a* C Company, 
Ftrui Battalion. 2lXh Infantry, Mth Light In- 
fantry Brigade. 

"A* far a* l*m concerned, Charlie Compa- 
ny was the best company to ever serve is Viet- 
nam." says West. ‘'Charlie Company *%.** a 
1 1 imparts not )u*l a hundred and some men 
they call a company. Wc operated together or 
not 41 all: Wc cared about cadi arid every in- 
viis»du.il and each and every uultswhiaT* prob- 
lem*. This i* the way that we woe taught by 
Captain Medina to feel toward eat b other Nk e 
were like brothers." 

Mylai 4 was one of mm: liamkiy each des- 
ignated by a number, which were Jiwtcred 
near the * ilbpr ol Songmy. a name iom<trmo 
used a ho for the hasilcti llir men of Com- 
pany C tailed the area ' ' Pmkville” because it 
“ n onUwcd nv .m their military map*, itotd be- 
cause these fertile coastal plain* long had been 
known as Vretcocg icnritory PtnkviOe «d* 
only «*«»• mtfc* nprthcattt of the provincial 
capital of Quangntut. where, during the Tel of- 
fotvivc only a month before. Victorina and 
North Vietnamese troop* iuU boldly occupied 
portion* isf tlie Ctty. Soon Company C would 
use the 'mmc Pmkvillc not only for the entire 
area but for the smirle ha m let Mylar 4. 
Company C had seen its first real combat m 



the prwtuuk week*, all of it around (Nnkvilte. 
A couple of w-eck* before, sniper fire front 
across ihe rivet had killed am man His bud- 
dies believed the lire had come from M vlai 4 . 
Two weeks before, etttm? land mines hud 
killed five men and wounded 22. Several days 
bcioTT. «n a hamlet near Mylar 4 , a booby trap 
made from an uncipfoded artillery shell had 
lulled one of the GH’ favorite wjuaJ leaders, 
Sgt George Co* 

"I wtu hts assistant squad leader." recall* 
Charles West. ‘On the way back tn camp ( 
wa» crying. Every body wa« deeply hurt. right 
up tn Captain Medina. Guv* were going 
around kicking sartdhap and saying. *Tho*e 
dirty dog*, those dirty bastard*.' " 

\l the bnennp. «p West. "Captain Me- 
dina told uv we might pel a chance to revenge 
. the death* of our fellow Ol*." Afterword Ihc 
"Vicn held a memorial service for George Co*, 
but the ritual of mounting wa* more like a 
pep rally lor t he Ion booming action. 

‘ Captain Medina didn’t give an order to go 
in and kill women or children/’ up West 
"Nobody told u* about handling cisilianx, be- 
cause at the time I don't tiunk any of in were 
aware of the fact that wed run bun civtlian*. 

I thmk what we heard put rear into a lot of 
our heart*. We thoueht we’d run mto heavy re* 
wvunce. He *3* telling u* iliat here uu* the 
enemy, the enemy thin tud hern lulling our 
partners. Thi* w<«v jdmg u» he o«r first real 
Ihe hjfDr an«l we had made up our mind* we 
were going to go in and with whatever mcam 
possible wipe them out " 

Shortly after *<inn>e on March 16. a 

bright, clear, warm day. the heitcopter* began 
Idling appro *i maid y N) men of Company ( 
from the Save *nmp at landing Zone Ibinie 
and delivering them 1 1 kilometer* away tn the 
paddies wcu of Mylai 4. 

Arms Photographer Sgt. Ron Haeberle and 
SP5 Jay Robert*, both of the 3f«t Publio In- 
form iitnm Detachmem. came m nn the <oc 
ood hdicopicf bit. Ilochcric. who had been 
drafted oui oi col left, had only a week left on 
b» lour in Vietnam . Neither man had >een 
much action They had volunteered for Ifiu op- 
eration because the word wu* uui that it wsmjd 
be "a hut one." The squad the two were a*» 
“goes! to wav gett mi rt* order, by Wddkie-Ulk- 
« from f a plain Medina. Haehcrte was carry 
mg ihrrc Lament* one tor die Army, two of 
bis own. t He turned to hiibUck-anvl-svlnietilm 
t*> the Arms Ihe Army took no action at ifwt 
Ume hut apparently intend* to e*c tbe film «a 
evidence in the vourt-manud |iru*cedings | 
Robert*, a college student who hud usfuu- 
taered for the draft, took pad and pencil. Their 
ccnmwusn 
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'You don’t call 

c^vnxuto 

rrmunn «ju to prepare new* rdea«e> ami 4 re- 
port for the brigade newspaper. 

We landed about 9 or *.*> in 4 fiehl of eT 
epttuni gra*%." »yt Vama«k» Sinipwm. then a 
I d- ycaroUl avMUaoi platoon leader f r«>m Jack • 
uut, Mtvv Gunvhip* had preppy **»e area 
unit \1irtf|!uni an»l grenade krtincherv It * 4 * 
clear ami very warm ami n got warmer. ‘Our 
landing /one wu* the outtkiru at um-n. on the 
ten flank. Htere were about 25 of u* and we 
*<rtt directly into the village. There wasn't any 
enemy fire. Wed come up on a too:ch. wed 
Mrarch it to tee if there wa* wmieonc m it If 
there was no one ui it. we’d born if down We 
found people in mmr. ami we took some back 
to the uvdhgenue people for qucvtioning. 
Some ran. we tned to tell them not to run. 
There were about 15 Some Hopped. About 
five nr u% were killed.*' 

Mae berk and Rohcm moved through the ncc 
field* toward a hill m buck of the village area. 
Hochcrle wav with 10 or 15 Gl* when hr saw 
a uow and heard shot* at file same time. The 
vhtMHing »a> straight ahead. A Gl *hot a row 
amt then nthen kept pumping bullet* into the 
cow until the low finally felt. 

'Off to the right.”' u>< Haeberfe. "a »om- 



H.i*herk remember, that the body ift front .if a Intent *m ifeuroyint everyihm^ that might he of 
Hum* is how* kept twitching and that aw: to ihe v<icun*. a wW*r liyitm-t *** a Are 

one Cif commented. Hr* go. if**«v in him. with Ihe naiketi uccd to d.y ncc and root*. 
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them civilians-to us they were VC’ 






an\ form , » head. appeared from some brush. 
All i be other Cfv *uru*d firing jt her. aiming 
at her. tiring at her over and over again. She 
had ‘•lumped over into «mc of those things that 
stick out of the nee pa«Jdicv *> that Hrr head 

• 4 *eprt»j*pRl'upur^et. There wa»ni>.menipt 
to qucsixm her or anything. They |u*t kept 
shooting ai tier You could see the Kmc* Hy- 
ing in the air chip hy chip, lay and I. *e just 
shook our heads ** 

•'There were a whole lot of Vietnamese peo- 
ple that I especially liked/* recalls Sgt Charles 
West *>f lus year in Vietnam **Mosi of them 
were at tfm orphanage I used to visit frequent- 
ly otter I came off Held duty I'd go down there 
and the people wouW try to teach me nunc of 
the Vietnamese language and they won hi ex- 
plain a lot of laistoms that I wanted to know 
vnmethmg shout." 

Charles West let! ho squad of 13 men 
through the net paddies and beard the sound 
of gunfire They were coming down a sharply 

* iodine trail and were kccjnnu a cUx watch 
for booby traps. They turned a curve m the 
trail and there. 25 feet ahead of them, were six 
Vietnamese, some with baskets, coming to- 
ward them. “These people wete i uniting into 
us." he «ays, "away fmm u». running every 



which way. It’s hard to distinguish a mama- 
van from a papa-can when everybody has on 
black pajamas." He and ho squad opened fire 
wnh their Mlhv. Then he and hu men kept 
going down the road toward the sound of the 
gunfire in the village 

"I had said in my heart already/* vay« West, 
"and I said in m> mind that I would not let 
Vietnam beat me I bad two accomplishments 
to make The first was to verve my govern- 
ment and Mr tccorapbvh my mown while I 
was in Vurtnam M> second accomplishment 
was to get buck home.” 

"There wiu a little boy walking toward u* in 
a da/e." cays Hacfverfc. "He'd hem shot tn 
the arm and k: He wasn't crying or making 
any nrnxc." Haehcrfc knelt down to photo- 
graph the hoy. \ Gl knell down next to him. 
"The Gl fired three shots into the child. Ihe 
firs* shot knucked htm hack, the sevood shot 
lifted him mto the air. The third shot put him 
down and the body fluid* came out. The Gl 
just wmpl> got up and walked away. It was a 
stroboscopic ciTccl We were so clove to him it 
was Murred." 

•’The people who ordered it probably didn't 
tbmk it would look »u bad," says Sgt. Michael 



A Bernhardt, who av«ertv he refused to take 
jwri in the killings. 

•\» be entered the village. Bernhardt recalls, 
a plane was cirdmg above, warning the peo- 
ple in Vietnamese to leave. " leaflet » wcie 
dropped ahead of time, hut that Jocsn'f work 
with the Vietnamese people They have very 
few poMcvvumv Ihe village w< went into wax 
a perouiu>nt*tvpe village It had hard walls, 
tile roof*, hard floors and furniture. The pc*»- 
fde really Hod no (dace to go The ullage is 
about oil they have So they stay and take what- 
ever comes. 

"It wav pomi Hank murder Only « lew- of 
us refused I just told them the hdl with this. 
I'm not doing it- I didn't think this was a law- 
ful order." 

"To us they wete no civilians-" uyv Variudo 
Simpson. "the» were VC sympathizers. You 
don't call them civilian*. To us they were VC. 
They showed no way* or mean* thdi they 
wasn't. You don't have any ahertumev You 
ftnt to do something. If they were VC and 
got away, then they could turn armnul and 
kill you. You're risking your life doing that 
work. And if someone kills you, those people 
COUffMUCD 



"This man and two lack boys popped up from no- 
shtfe." says Huterk. "The Gli I was with 
itpcnrd up. then moved w dose «o finish tbero.'* 








Someone will always 
be pointing a finger 
at me and saying, 

'He was one of them' 



V 4 rondo Simpson of Jackson, 
Mkv kisu r t.iryjiHcn the aki 
woman and the child, dad in a 
unioktering doorway ’’We saw a 
matt uimmg away from uy but he 
had a weapon. There were I wo run* 
rung uKmg wuh him. W hat die was 
lbere to do.' Run up and hqfctbem 
to •top'* I lad order* to shoot any- 
one that ran. They were about 20 
yard* away I couldn't see the child. 
I used my VI fh I noticed it was 
a woman and child when 1 walked 
over. ft‘i hard to telf what they are 



irnm the buck . The ClWI- He 
got away. 

•‘They can't punish me Cor that 
H»c official* are vaying it lUsesn'l 
inaurr that we were under order*, 
we're stiff (mifty- hatt 1 don’t w 
that ff you're under order*, you're 
going to tr pur.ohed for not do- 
ing it and punished if you do. I 
didn't like what happened, but 1 
didn't dccMlr” 

Simpson* grandmother uW this 
picture and ad qitidly, ’’Lord, 
have mercy." 



They might have been wild 
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aren't going to feel sorry lor you." 

Ll William Caltey Jr.'* platoon wm 
the ftrwt to arrive m the center of My* 
lai • 'There was about 40. 45 peopte 
that wc gathered in the center of the 
villa ns." ea-Pvl. Paul Motdlo told 
TBS New*. "And w« placed them in 
there, and it wa« like a little island, 
right there in the center of the village. 
I’d vay. 

‘Men. women, children. Batuev 
And we all huddled them up. We 
mode them squat down, and Lieuten- 
ant Catkv amc over and aid. you 
know what to do with them, don’t 
)t»u? Vnd 1 vaid ye*. So I took it for 
granted rhat he just wanted u» to 
waich them. And be Id't. and came 
hack about 10 or 1$ minute* later, and 
>a*d how come >ou ain’t killed them 
yet? And ! told him that I didn't think 
you wanted u* u> kill them, that you 
just wanted u* to guard them. He uud. 
no. I warn them dead. He stepped 
hack about 10. L5 fecu and he started 
booting them And lie told me to 
start shooting. So I tuned chanting. 

I poured about lour dip* into the 
group. 

•*! tired them on automatic— you 
jtni spray the area uml so you can't 
know how many you killed ’cause 
they werr going fast. 

"We’re rounding up more, and we 
had about seven or eight people Vnd 
we was going to throw ihcm to the 
hootch, and well, we put them in the 
hootch and that wc dropped * hand 
penade down there with them. And 
some body holed up m the ravine, and 
pcjii us to bnog tbcm over to the ra- 
vine. so we u*ok them back out, and 
led ihcm over too -and by that tiifte. 
we already had them over there, amt 
they lad about 10. 75 people, oil gath- 
ered up. Sow c threw «>unin with them 
*nd Ueutroam Calk> r old me. be 
aid. Mcadlo, we rot another job to 
do. And *o we walked over to the peo- 
pie. and he started pushing them off 
anil u«f tnt shooting ... off into the 
rapine It was# ditch- And to we start- 
ed pushup them off ami we started 
shooting tbem. w altogether we jt« 
pushed tbcm all off. and juu started 
using automata* on them. Men, 
women, and children. 

"And babsev And so wc started 



shooting them, and somebody told us 
to switch off to single shot so that *c 
could save ammo So wc switched off 
to single shot, and shot a few more 
round*." 

"Then: was iu> espreswon on the 
American fates.” says Hacberic- "1 
auddn’t believe it. Htey were destroy- 
ing everything They were doing it all 
very businesslike The Vietnamese 
saw the Americans but duini run. 
They kept on walking until the Gls 
saw ihcm and started shooting. Some 
of the people started pulling their an- 
imals off the road and hiding behind 
ireev The GU were opening up wuh 
Ml 6s. machine guns and greuade 
launchers The grenade launcher 
made a K.APLOW sound " 

Pfc Charte* Grmcr of T ul*j. Okta., 
was the Um eyewitness to report what 
he had seen to hi* old friend Ron Ri- 
denhour the mao who *ei off the now 
Army invesiijpuion by writing to con- 
gressmen. Gruvcf say* he had been in 
other operations around Mytai. "but 
wc had nevet killed civilians before. 
Wc had nc*er been under order* In 
wipe things oui before ” 

Graver told Ridcnhour of seeing a 
small boy. about three or Tour year* 
old: The boy was clutching ht» 

aounded arm with hi* other haml 
while Wswvl trickled between his fin- 
ger*. He just stood there with big eye* 
staring around like be didn’t under- 
stand fbett the captain’* RTO (radio 
operator] pul ;» burst o4’ lb |M I6| hre 
into him.” 

"Ou olher mission*. ’ say* Set. West, 
"ihc GH would ukc their truif and 
maybe a can of pork imd bear* and 
give ihe nwt to the Vismamcie pea- 
pU I always though: it would be a 
treat if 1 could p\* them my pears ot 
my pow.be* or something like that 
The people i^cincd Ukc they appre- 
ciated It, 

••Just about anywhere wc went on 
an operation wc alwsm had kids fuL 
lowing u*. and most of the kid* wc 
would know by nanar. In a lot of cases 
1 could actually «y the people were 
actually looking oui for us. kids 
would meet us two or three mile* out- 
ride a villa et. We didn’t have to use 
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uur mine -detecting machine to check 
*'ot the (rat) because they **miW run 
their animals down the trail ami walk 
behind them _idm to show in. Oh. we 
don't want to bon you and we boon 
that you don't want to hurl in 

"We would tell the kids to cat the 
food and briny the can* hack and 
dump them to a large pile There 
• *aymp that every nine we ran into a 
booby trap, it turned out to be made 
of a can that we hod pven to the kid*." 

"Just outside the village,” says Re- 
nnet Jay Robert*, "there mat Urn 
big pile «<t Nodar* Thiv really tiny til- 
th kid— he only had a shirt on. noth- 
my due -be came over to the pile and 
hdd the hand at one of the dead. One 
of the Oh behind me dropped into a 
kneeling petition. .W meters from tlii» 
kid. am) killed him with a single shot " 

"I taw three heap* .d bodies about the 
unKjuc.*' says Sjrt Bernhardt, "all 
H»th about 20 people, fhicu Mtyt ihe 
fwopfc were kitted by artillcr). which 
b ridiculous The shell would have 
bad to land dead zero to kill thb many 
people in one spot. and it would lui*c 
Matted them into the pwddrcv* 

tiachcrle and Robert* watched while 
troop* accented a group ol women, in- 
cluding a teen-ape girl. The pul was 
about 13 and wearing Nack pajama* 

A 01 grabbed the gtrl and with the 
help of others started snipping her 

" Let's ace what she’* made out of." 
a soldier Mid. 

“VC boom-boom.' jiioihci Mid. 
idling the I3-ycw -old prrl that she 
was a whore Tor the Vfopaag, 

1 rr, hprnv." Mid a third. 

A* they were si/ippmg the prl with 
bodies anil burning hut* all around 
them, the girl'* mother fried to help 
her. scratching and clawing at Ibe snL 
dter*. Another Vietnamese woman, 
afraid lor her own safely, tried to stop 
the woman from objecting. One im»I- 
dorr kicked the mother in the rear and 
another slopped her up a hit 

Hacbcric jumped in to take a pic- 
ture of the group of women The pa- 
late (page XT) show* the 13-year-old 
cirl. hidmy behind her mother, trying 
to button the top ol her pajama*. 

“When they noticed Ron." say* 



Robert* ’They- kfl off and turned 
away at if everything was normal." 

then a soldier aiked "Well, 
what’ll we do with 'em?" 

"Kdl ’em.” another answered. 

"I beard an Mt>0 go off." iwys Roh- 
«m, "» light machine gun, and when 
we turned hack around all of them 
and the kid* with them were dead." 

* The > unigam were doing mint oT the 
shooting." m>> Charlc . West. *T call 
ibein varngan* became they were run- 
ning around doing unnecessary shoot- 
inp. In a lot of eases they weren't even 
shooting at anything Some were 
shooting at the hootches that were al- 
ready burning, even though there 
couldn't possibly he anything alive in 
there 

"The puts were Hollering about 
‘slant*.' it waan't just the young guvs, 
older guys were shooting too They 
might have been wild for a while but 
I don't think they went crazy. If an in- 
dividual goes crazy, you can't raison 
with him Once everything wav se- 
cured. everything did cease If these 
men had been crazy, they would have 
gone on killing people 

"Most ol the men in our squad 
were not reacting in a violent way We 
were with the command element and 
Captain Medina wa* with us He nev- 
er would have stood to see u» run 
around like rookies He would have 
pfohuMv ordered a cowl •martial 
right on the spot." 

A Mack Gl told Hacbcric he couldn't 
stomach It. he hod to get out of there. 
Later Hoeberk and Robert* were til- 
ting near a ditch, a dump of bodies off 
to the left, when they heard a shot. 
They hit the ground, thinking «» was a 
vnipet The soldier w ho had wanted to 
get out of there had shot himself in the 
foot with a ,45. Accidentally, he said 
Captain Medina was calling in a 
"dust -off.’* u helicopter, to take him 
out "He shot b»msdr purposely to pet 
out of thefc," says Robert* "He 
looked happy even though he'd shot 
up his own foot" 

ST? John Much, who ts still on ac- 
tive duty tn Vietnam, was the point 
man fat the heavy weapons squad. 
"We moved into Rinkvillc and found 
another stack of bodies m a ditch. It 



must have been sis or seven feet deep 
and they were level with the top of n 
One body, un old man. hud a *C 
carved un hi* cheit 

"Captain Medina was right in front 
of uv Colonel Barker, the task fonx 
commander, was overhead in his bcl- 
jvoptcr He came through over the 
radio saying he had got word from the 
nxvlevac chopper there were bodies 
lying everywhere and what was going 
.*n I heard Captain Medina icH him 
T don’t know wlut they are doing. 
The fint platoon * in Ihe lead. 1 am 
uymg to stop it* 

"Just aftei that he called the first 
platoon and sum), ‘That's enough 
shooting for today.' 

"Colonel Barker culkd down for a 
body count and Medina got hack on 
the horn unit said, *1 have a body 
count of 310/ ** 

At 9am Hacbcric aod Roberts got 
into the village itself On the outviirt* 
they met Captain Medina. Roberts 
said Medinn told him there had bcco 
H5 killed in action so far He oho void 
Company C had taken 20 suspects 
One of them, an old man. said mam 
Vktcoog had been in the village the 
mght before but had left at dawn. 

Him were being torched with ciga- 
rette lighters. One soldier with a 90- 
pound pock was cutting down corn- 
stalks one by one Some CIs were 
going through the civilians' belong- 
ing'. looking lor weapon* One sol- 
dier wav keeping the civilians’ ptuv 
ter* Then: were two deaJ water buf- 
falo am) two calve* on the gr*»und. 

"I know that you've got to destroy 
the enemy’s re.wmrcey ’ saw Robert* 
*Tt » an iik) tank- and a good one. 
Sherman v march to the *ea. You've 
ji»l got to. We saw soldiers drag a 
body from a hut and throw it tn a well 
to destroy the witter supply. They shot 
and stabbed all the animal*, which 
were, in effect, VC support units" 

One soldier was stabbing a calf over 
and over again. Blood was coming 
from the calf s nose T he calf tried to 
move toward the mother cow. TheCil 
was enjoying it and stabbed again 
with a bayonet which he'd taken off 
hi* rifle. Soldiers stood around 
and watched Other* weir killing the 



habv pipv and all the other cows. 

"Oi»d. fT says Roberts, "those cows 
died hard. They had them in small 
pens They'd shoot them— p*fl. paff. 
and the cow'd just go ww. Then pafl, 
peff, pojf, «r*. " 

A Gl wa% running down a trail, 
chasing a duck with n knife. 

*T saw two null tar* -age makes run- 
ning actow the flckl about 500 me- 
ters away." say* Ourie* WetL "I 
veiled. */)ojw{ Lti. d nag hi.' but ne- 
ther of them stopped At this distance 
wr could have killed both ot them, but 
we just fired tn the air and Mien chaved 
litem about half a mik. Only one of 
them lived The other one wo.* killed 
by the interrogation unrt. Some of the 
people told the interrogation unit the* 
didn't undentand what was being 
talked about The men that didn't talk 
were Kilkd by the Vretrumese that 
wercdmng the quest tuning, not by the 
American* There were. I pnesv. nine 
or m killed before one of them start- 
ed talking. I was told that Ibe guys 
were saying that there had hern Met- 
long and North Vietnamese troop* 
there and that they had gone toward 
(hr ocean by underground tunnels. " 

Hitcher lc remember, a lndcoudy 
small act of compassion. "A Gl went 
up to a little boy who was badly man- 
gled up. and put a blanket over him “ 

SP4 Larry Colburn was the gunner on 
a helicopter, flying reconnaissance 
over the Mylai area "Outside the vil- 
lagc." be refills, "we ^w a VC with 
a carbine and pack, but tic got away. 
We come back near Mylai ami no- 
ticed people dead and wounded along 
Ihe rood and all through the village. 
There wav an irrigation ditch full of 
bodies. W'e noticed wmr peop h i‘t»r 
still ahve. We didn't know what had 
happened 

"Our pikx wanted to evacuate 
some id the wounded, but there **«b 
no room in our helicopter, so he called 
for gundnps to help out W c spotted a 
child. We went down and our crew- 
chief brnujtht out a little boy abi>ut 2 
year* old. He seemed to be in shock. 

"About 30 rocicn away there wav a 
bunker with 10 or 13 people We 
colled for gumhips to help ciocuotr 
cowriNUEs 
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them while we look the child lo 4 hos- 
pital. Tlicrt must have been 75 or 80 
people in a ditch— some dead. some 
wounded. I had never seen so many 
people dead in one place before.*' 

Later the helicopter relumed and 
landed in a paddy near Lieu tenant 
Calky'n platoon. The pilot got nut 
and motioned far lieutenant Callcy 
tn come over. "The pdoi seemed an- 
gry.** remembers (haries Sledge. Col- 
ley's radio operator, "but wecoukln't 
hear what he **• saving. Then Liett- 
lenani C Alley came hack and ndd in. 
’Tin* guy iiii'i very happy with the 
way were running the operalwm, but 
t don't care. He's m»< in charge.’ ” 

CI 1.11 ten Vkei a'» squad u»w a link boy 
about 10 fort away The boy * 1 * cry* 
in? He had hern shot in the arm and 
leg — probably the iame child Charic* 
Gruvrr hud dcimhed. 

”Gec/*aGl sa*L "what are we go* 
mg to do with ilut kid up ihcjc 1 

Without reply, ays West. a rodi«>- 
nun turned aimed iiul iired hit M lt>. 
shooting the little h».*y through the 
head. Neither Wed mw anyone else 
uud anything. They kepi going. pu«b* 
mg on, “ckartnjs up," as West cad* u. 
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•'That day I wa« thinking military." 
say* West. "I wa* ihmking about the 
security of my own men. I aid to my- 
veil this i* a had thing that all these 
people had to he lulled. Hut if I waste 
1 a> that at that time I actually felt » 
whole to tif vornm for the people, 
then I would be lying." 

An old papa-sam was found hiding 
Hts pants kept comingofT. Two GU 
dragged him out to be questioned. Me 
wa& try™# k«P hr* pant* «n. Cap- 
laio Medina wa* doing the qac*ti»w- 
ing. Ihe old man didn't know any- 
thing. Me rattled lomethmg off 
Sonicbtvly asked Captain Medina 
what to do with the man. and Jay 
Roberts heard the captain say . **I 
don’t care." 

Captain Medina walked away, 
Robert* heard » shot and the old man 
ww»i dead. 

In thecniireday at MyVu *. say « West, 
ijuhnullv sgy that I got bred 
upon 1 heard shots all the time, but I 
couldn't tell whetherit was our men «r 
an enemy tiring upon us. I did hear 
tome guys coll on s radio and say they’ 
had received sniper fire. Thev told 
Captain Medina they were going to 



Tlw flrsi man to he accused by »»* krmy 
in the death* at Mvlai was L« William 
Calky Jr., who commando! the first pla- 
toon menfer Uie tillage. He has been o- 
< j*«**d ro stand general court-maitU) f* * 
:mt p«toedu*usl murder ef at least It* 
stUafetc Tbe Miry has gnen no hmi 
whether it {dans to Ilk ctiaiges against 
ihe company commander. Captain l'* 
tkst Vfodiiu. Military vpokcsnten admit 
only dot: 23 other men are curreutJy b> 
mg iiivcviiau.it. 1? o» them now civil 
tom. whetlier diaries can ever he tiled 
aiuunkt the cx -<r> carmen ts uncertain 
the Supreme Court Isas ruled (hat Use 
Army cannot cwrt manial a cnlfoa l*s 
it* dechUM. the Cfouir * pooped miff 

v.tc f imgms to nrhe a bw to dll Use 
bniphi'fo Cmhrcst near acted. SotUh 
V «cmani couhl isk ip try the civilians, 
but in light c( President Hucu’s view ihat 
all talk of atrocity w Viefoon# prop- 
aganda. such a move seems unltkeiy. 



try to get in position to /4p the sniper 
But l heard all that on the radio." 

"I remember tbo man and Ins two 
small children, one Huy and one girl, 
kept walking toward us on this. trail." 
ays Haebertc. "Thev just kepi walk- 
ing toward us. you know, very ner- 
vously. very alraid. and you amid 
hear the litUc gtri saying. No. no.* ui 
the VietnamewMongue. The girl was 
on the right and the hoy was on Ihe 
left All of a sudden, the Gls just 
opened up and cut them ikisrn." 

Before noon Haebcrlc and Roberts 
left h> chopper to cmer another com- 
pany and have lunch Later that day. 
at another company. Hocbcrle heard 
a captain listening to a radio report. 
The report said 1 25 Vtetionghad been 
killed. The captain didn't know any- 
thing about the modem, but he 
laughed and aid. ‘‘Yeah, probably 
oil women and children!" 

Later, hack at base camp. West talked 
to Haebcrlc. "He said he thought 
there was a whole lot of wrong-do- 
ing." recall* WesL "He had taken a 
w hole lot of pictures of this 1 stressed 
thai I thought tt was wrong that peo- 
ple should be walking around taking 
pictures of this Theromca whole lot 
of Gls going about taking pictures of 
dead bodies. 

M.>o of us felt that pe were l v 
government property, which we were 
and srilt arc I tried to etplam to 
the men at the time that vmi can t 
sit there and blame yourself -ymi 
were on order*. you were on a ve.trch- 
and-ikstroy misauin If anyone wa* 
to be blamed or couft-martialed. it 
has to be someone hiidier than our 
echelon. Culler and the wrrpeant 
vhouldn t be tried unless they try <v* 
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«ry man that was on that opera turn." 

"They captured three weapons Iri- 
ftc*)." ays Roberts. "4tl round* of 
mortar ammo, ^enaile*. web gear. 

**Wc thought about Mylai u lot af- 
ter we got hack lo Duchpho Hut nei- 
ther one of us was very much of a ban- 
ner carrier." When he wrote it up for 
the brigade newspaper, Robert* ays. 
•*| played it up like it wa* a big 
suecevv " 

**The village was heavily fortified with 
nee.” ays West. "They did find doc- 
uments that there hud been NVA and 
VC troop* there. Also they found ev- 
idence that these people had been 
there not too long ago. I understand 
that they found ammunition and as 
far an tunnelv I wouldn't know be- 
cause I checked into some tunnels and 
I ran into dead ends ** 

"Eventually we reached the beach." 
says John Kioch. "Wc captured four 
suspect*, one kid. owe 1 5 to 27. one 40 
to 55 and a girl in her twenties They 
were being beaten kind of hard and 
the kid named the nkler man a* an 
NVA platoon leader. Mcdiiu drew 
his .3H. took out live round* and 
played Russian roulette with him. 
Then he grabbed him b> the Hair ami 
threw him up against a tree. He Iired 
two shots with a rifle, closer and clos- 
er to the guv’* head, then aimed 
straight at him. The guy tnufl have 
been very wared because he started 
rapping like hell. He Uinwd out to be 
4 rt NVA area commander. Then Me- 
dina had a picture of lumsdf taken 
while he drank from a coconut with 
otic hand and held a big sharp knife 
under the throat of the kid who was 
gagged and tied to a bamboo 

‘W hen we got hack tt> LZ Douse. 
Captain Medina gave the compjny a 
hricting He aid. 'They arc ruuuing 
in investigation. A* fur a» anyone 
know*, we ran info *mper fire and cut 
loose.' Vs far a» 1 11 m concerned there 
was no sniper tire " 

Charles West and his squad staved m 
Mylii uutil about 5 that afternoon, 
llicy camped in the sami area that 
night, before mas mg on to find Viet* 
coug neurct the coaw Use nest day. 
Some of the men talked about wiitinc 
their congressmen to protev the je- 
tton. but they never did. Snme were 
quiet and grim, but n*n many “A lot 
of people knew," Charles West say*. 

• that a lot of people had been lulled 
who didn't have to he killed, but the 
average (it fell that it wa» part of our 
mission. We all wundom! where ihn 
enemy went. We were all concentrat- 
ing on finding where they went." 

\i suppertime they set up bivouac* in 
a hide graveyard near Mylai. Chil- 
dren and old papa-on* were towering 
nearby When the Gl* opened their C- 
ratfonv. they shared thar supper with 
these Vietnamese wh** had survived 
the massacre. 



An accused lieutenant and the company 
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‘Before, Americans 
always brought us candy 
and medicine’ 



SOM.WY 

Crouched in the d*mrw a> a* a heuvv 
raw puddle* rn front of her thatch hut. 
the oW x run 4n look* suspiciously at 
those who pat* by. She <• w ary of peo- 
ple the doesn’t know well. and that in- 
clude* even many of the Vietnamese 
hvmj near her in the Sangmy reset- 
tlement village of Quadgngai prov- 
ince. Songrny <$ not the woman’* 
home. It tkagmemmmi corral where 
civ ibanc can he protected while troop* 
pursue the Vietcong through every 
other village in the arett 

The old woman is Nguyen Tbi Dt*., 
like many in the refugee center a Mir* 
vivor of the mattaerr at Mylai 
The old woman necaJU «lie wi« just 
hefmning a morning meal with I J of 
her family, uk ludiny nine grands ltd - 
Uren. when the heard the Amtrriutivt 
“come down from ihc *ky " 

“They had been in the village be- 
fore.” she way*, “cod always brought 
<»% medicine nr candy for the children 
If uc had known what they came for 
Iftu time, we crmkl have fled.” 

The entire family was taken out of 
the hut and ordered into * field, the 
navi, and then “the soldier* started 
shooting ui everyone/* 

She «« hit through the shoulder 
and led for dead She tan her K-vcar- 
okf granddaughter. Tran Tlu Oanh, 
*hm through the fool and watched her 
Cdf over the bodies of her dead broth- 
er* and mien. Nguyen Thi D*x f»y* 
the American* must have thought ev- 
eryone w at dead when they tell the vil- 
lage about noon. 

“I thought Oanh was dead, too/’ 
vtte vay*. “ And 1 lay in the lleU until 
the newt morning, when people cume 
fmm nearby village* to Iscfp t» “ 

They were taken to a Vietnamese 
hospital where they lUted four 
months With the euepticmof Oanl*'* 
h-yctwtkl brother, who miraculously 
was not hit. everyone dse in the fam- 
ily was killed When die wa* tent to 
the resettlement t diage. other sursi- 
vorsfrcro \1> tai cold Nguyen Thi Utv 
they had counted TXJdead. Her voice 
get* escited a hen the rerun* the num- 
ber and them trail* off— there 1 * noth- 
ing mote to *a>. 

Down the path in t tie settlement five 
two other women, both of them wid- 
ow* lf < Truong Van Ymh. a 7 1 •.year- 
old farmer. The younger wife had 



gone to tile market at another \ ilbgc 
the day of the attack. Hut the older 
woman ami Vinh were sitting inside 
hi* hut, cringing from (he artillery 
barrage that had been pounding near 
the tillage for hour*. When 11 slopped, 
the old woman looked out and saw 
many Amentum walking through the 
tillage. Vinh left the hut to %er »hal 
was happening. 

“When he got outside die door.” 
the old woman say*, “there was a 
shot, am! I heard him fall to the 
ground The soldiers came in and saw 
me. and motioned far me to come out- 
tide. One of them lifted his nfle to 
shoot me, hut another group of Amer- 
ican* sitting around the well shouted 
to him and he walked away,” The 
woman ran tack mlo I lie hut where 
she hid for hours. 

AH of the Myiai villager* who 
talked of the incident said they could 
hear tile American* shouting udnro 
they arrived, hut the only word* they 
could understand were “VC.** “VC.” 
The villager* deny there were any 
Vietcong in the village, though Amer- 
ican battle report* for the day indi- 
cated sniper fire and resistance I usd 
hecti directed against tlie American 
unit* for some rime before they en- 
tered the vdbee. The entire coastal 
drip ufQrungngai pro* mcr hat been 
a battleground for mod of the war. 
fcren today the ami around Myiai is 
frequentlv * rated by the Vietcong- 

One of the lew male survival* front 
Mylat t» T rtKMtg Quang An. a w izened 
peasant who looks much older than 
hU 59 yean “When wc saw the heb 
tenpten landing.” he vny*« **| ran with 
my two nrpliiw* (o the family defter 
outside the hut.” The tbeller is no 
more than a four- or fisc-foot bote 
covered with (hatch ami a wooden 
pallet. An dropped in tim and the 
nephews look their place on the out- 
er edge, closest to die entrance 

“We heard the soldier* walking 
ihrough the village and when they * 1 * 
the shelter, they stopped One of l Km 
could see m»idc. and he ivartted hi* 
rtfie at dose range and shot both m> 
raephewv.” Then the wildier* moved 
on to (he nest hut. and An could heai 
Myfcu burning a* he curled up in the 
darkness, sheltered beneath the bod- 
ies of the two young men 

11 m. Wisaai 
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